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The Alternative Education Commissioning Service
Statutory Duty

The Local Authority (LA) has a statutory duty within Section 19 of The 1996 Education Act (and as amended by The Children School and Families Act 2010) to make arrangements for the provision of suitable education at school, or otherwise than at school, for those children of compulsory school age who, by reason of illness, exclusion from school or otherwise, may not, for any period, receive suitable education unless such arrangements are made for them. 
Ralph Holloway, Commissioner for Alternative Education is the named Officer within the LA, with responsibility for ensuring the education of children, under Section 19, within the LA of Essex.
The majority of children’s educational needs are best met in school, but for some children, at specific times, an education either in an alternative venue or at home may be appropriate. Children out of school are a vulnerable group of children. Schools and the LA have a responsibility to work closely together to address educational and social disadvantage, in order to overcome barriers to achievement.
The AECS commissions support for the following:
· pupils who have been permanently excluded (the LA has a statutory duty to arrange support by the 6th day after the permanent exclusion); 
· where illness prevents attendance at school;
· where pregnancy/motherhood prevents attendance at school (the LA normally provides support 6 weeks before and 6 weeks after the birth of the baby);
· anxious school refusers;
· pupils who are not in school due to other exceptional circumstances.

The LA will not normally be able to provide support for pupils who are under or over compulsory school age. However, where pupils in Year 12 are repeating Year 11, due to medical reasons, requests for support can be considered on an individual basis.

The Service aims to commission short-term, high quality support and education, to minimise disruption to the pupil’s education and, where appropriate, to facilitate successful reintegration into school. The AECS contributes to the development of a multi-agency approach to the education, social and health care of children, working closely with schools, parents and other agencies to ensure the best possible outcome for the pupil. 
Schools and the LA are responsible to parents and pupils for the support they provide. They will work with pupils and parents/carers, providing them with appropriate information to assist them to judge support and progress.  Similarly, parents have responsibilities in ensuring their children’s engagement and attendance.  Where necessary, parents’ duties to meet their responsibilities will be made clear, and advice and guidance will be given as appropriate.
The LA remains accountable for the quality of the education it commissions and will ensure that the education provided is of a high standard and follows the principles of equal opportunities. The LA has robust systems in place to monitor the quality of education and to ensure that the appropriate health and safety standards are met. This includes ensuring that those working with children have Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) checks and attend relevant Child Protection (CP) training.
Separate documentation explains the referral procedures to be followed in the case of pupils covered by this policy document. 
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